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nations to speculate upon these faults and to enrich
themselves by converting them into vices ? Ex-
ample, such is the flag of the real pioneers of civilis-
ation, that which would inevitably lead the Otto-
mans into a path more analogous to our habits and
customs, and more favourable to our dealings with
them. This nation, though belonging to different
origins, is not the less intelligent, nor less capable of
reform and progress.

Less than fifty years ago, the simple word of a
Mussulman merchant was worth a bond in the
bazar; his yes, with a clasp of the hand, was his
signature, his acceptance; and on payment becom-
ing due, the collector of the Christian merchant
never left the counter of his debtor without being
satisfied.

Now it is no longer so, or, rather, such is no
longer the rule, but the exception. Consular pro-
tections abusively granted, and the resources of our
vitiated civilisation, have altered the usages of the
good old time. The buyers in the bazar accept, it
is true, tamassuks, or bills of exchange on stamped
paper, but they pay with more or less regularity,
and know all the tricks of ' the trade; and even
know, if necessary, how to spoil the wool by making
a hole in it. They eat out of china, make use of
silver plate, their abodes grow handsomer, are